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who had the superintendency of the whole building,
and of everything that was brought into it, or to be
admitted, would much less have admitted copper-
plates to be brought in there, or tables of stone
with such abominations engraven on them, than he
would have taken in written books, if such had been
then in use.

Secondly, Had Cham been such a person, so far
engaged in a correspondence with hell, we may
reasonably suppose God, who, for the reasons taken
from the sins of the rest of mankind, destroyed the
whole world, would never have spared him, and so
by him laid the foundation of the Devil's second
kingdom, and of his debauching the world with
sorcery and witchcraft : nor do we read that Cham
or Ham was cursed by his father on any such ac-
count, but for sins actually committed after the de-
luge, and after their coming out of the ark ; but to
charge Ham with sorcery and diabolical practices
before the flood is a gross begging the question,
and by no means to be admitted without good evi-
dence.

And again, the writing and graving upon hard
stones, metal, &c., requires a proof that there was
any such thing as the knowledge and use of letters
among men before the flood; which, after the
strictest inquiry, is not yet ascertained, much less
agreed upon by men of learning ; the same having
not been preserved to mankind after the deluge,
which it is highly probable would have been, if such
a thing had been in use, the knowledge having been
both innocent and useful.

Thirdly, If such writing or engravement were
made by Cham, or any one else, where were they
laid, and how found again ? when, by the universal
convulsions suffered during the flood, not the least
vestiges, ruins, or remains of cities or towns were to
be seen upon the surface of the earth, but all was